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Chris Raschka says, “I thought
of the: first eight lines of this book
on a morning in May en route to
the post office.” The street is one in
New York City, where he lives with
his wife.

Mr. Raschka's first picture book
for Orchard was Charlie Parker
Played Be Bop, which Publishers
Weekly praised in a starred review:
“Regardless of whether they ve
heard of jazz or Charlie Parker,
young readers will bop to the
pulsating beat of this sassy picture
book.” Booklist said, “Like a pood
bass player, [Raschka's] words set
the rhythm, and like a saxophone
solo, his pictures deliver the surprise
and humor.” School Library journal
noted the book's “appealing,
rhythmic cadence,” and Kirkus
Reviews called it “witty and
offbeat.” Jazz composeriirumpeter
Dizzy Gillespie said, “I like the
drawings of Bird [Parker], too;
they're funny. So was he.” And The
Hom Book summed up: “One of
the most innovative picture books
of recent times.”
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